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GIVE ONLINE
Show your thanks to KICA employees 
by making an online gift at kica.us/
thankyou. It only takes 1-2 minutes.

CHARGE YOUR MEMBER ACCOUNT
Email thankyou@kica.us using the subject 
“Employee Appreciation Fund” and 
provide your name, Kiawah address and 
the amount you would like to contribute 

to the fund. KICA will charge your member account 
and the amount will appear on your next monthly 
statement.

MAIL A CHECK
Mail a check or login to your online 
checking account to have your bank mail 
a check for you.

Mailing Address:
Kiawah Island Community Association
ATTN: Human Resources
23 Beachwalker Drive
Kiawah Island, SC 29455

Check Info:
Payable to: Kiawah Island Community Association
Memo: Employee Appreciation Fund

Dear members,

As the chair of your KICA Board of Directors, I get to see parts of KICA’s 
inner workings that other property owners don’t. One aspect of the job 
that is always uplifting is the dedication of our KICA staff. There are 
the exceptional stories, especially in the aftermath of the storms we’ve 
experienced over my term, but mostly it’s the everyday things that make 
such a difference. Many of you can also recount an experience that 
exceeded your expectations – members tell me that the employees at 
The Sandcastle know them by name, along with the rest of their family. 
I know it brightens my day when I head to Beachwalker Center for a 
board meeting and I see the beautiful plantings maintained by our Land 
Department in front of the building. Despite being short-staffed in this 
exceptionally difficult labor market, those plants always look great. Maybe 
you have your own story, where something small made a big difference to 
your experience.

Those details are part of what makes this island the place we all chose to 
invest our time and money. This year, the board of directors felt that we should offer members the opportunity to 
show their appreciation to staff members for the high level of service they provide, and all they do to make Kiawah 
the premier community we all love. Through Saturday, Aug. 31, members can make a contribution to the Employee 
Appreciation Fund (see below for ways to contribute). Funds will be distributed to 92 of KICA’s employees (not 
including seasonal employees, departments heads or the COO) in the first pay period in September.

In closing, I’d like to offer my thanks to the staff on behalf of the KICA Board of Directors for all they do on the 
island. Kiawah is a special place and we’re lucky to have this dedicated group of people looking after it.

Ben Cheatham
KICA Board Chair

EMPLOYEE APPRECIATION

Say Thank You to Island Employees
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KICA’s budget is approved each year at the November 
board of directors meeting but the 2020 process is 
underway now. Visit the links here for more info.

Did you know that KICA’s budget is actually two 
discrete budgets? The operating budget is funded with 
annual assessment charged to homeowners, Kiawah 
Island Golf Resort and the developer. Our reserve 

budget is funded through the Major Repairs and 
Replacements Reserve Fund. Learn more about the 
budget breakdown at kica.us/budget101.

KICA’s director of finance provides monthly updates 
to ensure proper oversight on execution and spending 
trends. These financial reports are available for all 
property owners to view at kica.us/finances.

Are you looking for ways to take a leadership role in the 
island’s success? Have you considered running for the 
KICA board? Applications for the 2020 election open 
for submission on Tuesday, Aug. 6. Board service is an 
opportunity for you to share your experience and ideas 
with the community, represent the interests of your 
fellow property owners, and be part of the process that 
steers the future of Kiawah. 

Applications are directed to the Nominating 
Committee, a member-led group that works to 
ensure qualified candidates are recommended based 
on objective evaluation, including considerations 
for board diversity and specific skill set needs. The 
Nominating Committee makes its recommendation 
to the membership after interviewing and evaluating 
prospective candidates.

Any KICA member may run for board service by 
submitting an application, which includes pertinent 
information and a statement of focus. These statements 

will be published along with other election materials.
Visit kica.us/about/board for links to the candidate 
application, FAQs and more. The deadline for 
applications will be Friday, Oct 4. 

Diverse board leadership is vital to the continued 
success of our Kiawah community, and the board thanks 
you in advance for your interest in making an impact 
on the future of the island.
 

ISLAND LEADERSHIP

Run for the KICA Board of Directors

BOARD SERVICE INFO SESSION

Learn more about what’s involved in board 
service by attending the board info session at 
Beachwalker Center on Wednesday, Sept. 4 at 
11 a.m. Current Nominating Committee and 
board members will be on hand to answer your 
questions and provide information about time 
commitments and expectations.

KICA ADMINISTRATION

Budget Process Underway in August
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FEATURED EVENTS

CONSERVANCY KIDS 
PROGRAMS AT
THE SANDCASTLE

Monday, Aug. 5 | 9 a.m.
Turtle Hatching Patrol

Kids and their families 
are invited to learn about 
Kiawah’s special visitor, the 
sea turtle, with volunteers.

Tuesday, Aug. 6 | 4 p.m.
Movie Matinée 
Join the Conservancy at The Sandcastle for the 
final movie matinée of the summer! Enjoy a 
selection of snacks and drinks while you watch 
the Kiawah Conservancy’s sea turtle, alligator, 
shorebird, and bobcat documentary shorts. 

RSVP at KiawahConservancy.org. 

Join the Kiawah 
Conservancy for a 
free summer concert 
series at the Naturally 
Kiawah Demonstration 
Garden in Night Heron 
Park. Reservations 
are not required for 
the complimentary 
programs. Bring your 
own seating, libations, 
and an appetizer to 
share. Parking will be 
available near the garden.

Thursday, Aug. 15 | 5-7 p.m. 
The Bluegrass Gadgets

Get up and dance to the old-time country numbers and 
new favorites. With deep roots in traditional music, the 
Bluegrass Gadgets have a love for the musical styles that 
influenced and evolved from old time, country, and 
bluegrass.

Thursday, Sept. 19 | 5-7p.m. 
HiCaliber

Put on your dancing shoes and enjoy the finest pop-rock 
songs from yesterday and today, along with some original 
music written and performed by HiCaliber.

Thursday, Oct. 10 | 5-7p.m. 
Hans Schmidt Band

Put on your best Octoberfest attire and come celebrate 
with authentic German polkas, waltzes, and more with the 
Hans Schmidt Band.

Music in the Garden
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JAVA WITH JIMMY
THURSDAY, AUG. 8 | BEACHWALKER CENTER | 9 A.M.

Come out to Beachwalker Center for a casual conversation and a cup of coffee with KICA Chief 
Operating Officer Jimmy Bailey. This session’s topic will be a look at how KICA is tackling water 
management. Lucas Hernandez will be there to talk about his work as the island’s very first resilience 
specialist. Can’t attend in person? View the meeting as it happens at kica.us/livestream.

BACKPACK BUDDIES BACK 
TO SCHOOL BASH
FRIDAY, AUG. 30
FRESHFIELDS | 5-9 P.M.

As part of Music on 
the Green celebration, 
the Kiawah Women’s 
Foundation will be 
hosting a Backpack 
Buddies “Back to 
School Bash.” Home 
Team BBQ and 48: A 

Wine Bar will be serving delicious food 
and beverages. 

Bid to win on great prizes at the silent 
auction -- all to benefit a great cause! 
Come out and enjoy the music and 
friendship.

CJO PLAYS THE BEATLES
SUNDAY, AUG. 11 | 7:30 P.M.
EAST BEACH CONFERENCE 
CENTER

All You Need is Love, 
Yesterday, Eleanor Rigby, 
and Here Comes the Sun 
are just a few of the classic 
songs written and recorded 
by the 4 ‘young lads’ from 
Liverpool. On this special 

night on Kiawah Island, the Charleston Jazz 
Orchestra will pay tribute to one of the world’s 
greatest bands. Joining them on stage to 
perform these Beatles classics will be the ever-
versatile vocalist Kanika Moore.

Sponsored by the Town of Kiawah Island Arts 
Council. Tickets at KiawahIsland.org/events.

CRU WITH A VIEW
THURSDAYS IN AUGUST
THE CASTLE GRILLE

The 
Sandcastle’s 
Castle Grille, 
in partnership 
with Cru 
Catering, 
invites you 

to enjoy downtown dining by the 
pool at weekly dinner on Thursday 
evenings from 5-7 p.m. Enjoy live 
steel drum music by Nick Kelly. 

Menus and pricing will be posted 
before each dinner. No RSVPs.
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Coming to Kiawah is a breath-taking, loss-for-words 
type of experience. Members and visitors alike speak 
with reverence about their first visit and their delight 
at the lush greenery, the soft beach, the bobcats and 
deer. The natural setting is the key to the island’s 
magic, and the Kiawah Conservancy focuses on 
protecting Kiawah’s most important asset.

Kiawah was meant to be developed in harmony with 
its surroundings. In 1997, a group of members felt 
that it could go even further, and founded the Kiawah 
Conservancy to preserve more of the natural habitat 
on the island. Today, the Conservancy has preserved 
over 2,200 acres of critical barrier island habitat on 
and around Kiawah. Four staff members (executive 
director, Donna Windham; communications and 
education coordinator, Jennifer Woody; office 
systems administrator, Beverly Kline; and land 
preservation coordinator, Lee Bundrick) undertake the 
significant programming and outreach efforts for the 
Conservancy. Unlike some other organizations, the 
Conservancy doesn’t have members – they consider all 
property owners to be partners in their mission.

There are 15 different habitat types on Kiawah Island 
supporting an astonishing 20 species of mammals, 
over 250 species of resident and migratory birds, 40 
species of reptiles and thousands of invertebrates. With 
the help of property owners across the island, the 
Conservancy is working to protect them all. 

Property owners have been donating property to 
the Conservancy since the beginning, allowing the 
organization to preserve much of its land. This land 
is incredibly important for island wildlife. However, 
the Conservancy also works to keep other properties 
on the island as natural as possible. You might have 
noticed that a lot of your neighbors on the island 
have a Kiawah Conservancy bird emblem on their 
mailboxes. That bird means the property is in the 

Naturally Kiawah Recognition Program. 

The Naturally Kiawah Recognition Program was 
developed to encourage property owners to partner 
with the Conservancy by restoring and maintaining 
wildlife habitat in residential landscapes. Properties 
with the designation provide important features for 
wildlife habitat, including dense buffers of understory 
plants, minimized areas of turf or laid pine straw, and 
no exotic invasive species. Jennifer Woody notes that, 
“so many property owners participate in this program 
that we’ve already met our 2020 goal; 70% of single 
family homes on the island meet the criteria.” It’s a 
win for wildlife as well as property values.

The Conservancy partners with other organizations 
to promote awareness of native plants and to protect 
wildlife, such as the Town of Kiawah Island’s (TOKI) 
GrowNative initiative. The Naturally Kiawah 
Demonstration Garden in Night Heron Park allows 
members to see in person how beautiful native plants 
can be. The Conservancy Garden Keepers are a group 
of volunteers who take care of the garden and are 
often on site to tend the plants and answer questions. 

The Conservancy also has many outreach 
opportunities for property owners throughout the 
year. The popular Conservation Matters program, 
sponsored by the Conservancy, TOKI and KICA, 
takes place at The Sandcastle and focuses on wildlife, 
habitats, and other environmental topics. Previous 
programs have highlighted bobcats, dolphins, sea 
turtles and more. Events such as Music in the Garden 
and summer activities geared toward kids are a great 
way to find out about the Conservancy’s mission. The 
Conservancy’s magazine, Naturally Kiawah, is available 
quarterly. 

To learn about all the work the Conservancy does on 
the island, visit KiawahConservancy.org.

ISLAND STEWARDSHIP

Kiawah Conservancy Keeps Island Natural
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My first stop is Cinder 
Creek on Blue Heron 
Pond Road. This KICA 
facility has a kayak launch 
and a pavilion for private 
events but I’m there for 
the natural setting. The 
water here is calm and 
everything seems relaxed. 
A large bird makes a wide, 
swooping turn as it surveys 
the marsh. Under the 
shaded platform, a man 

casts his fishing rod and the marsh spreads out in front 
of me, golden in the summer sun.

Bass Pond itself is a sight 
to see: a wide expanse of 
reflective blue, surrounded 
by the rolling greens of 
the River Course. A trio 
of anglers were casting out 
from the dock. ‘Little guys,’ 
one says when I asked them 
if anything is biting. Sure 
enough a moment later, he 
brought up (and cast back) 
a wriggling fish about 3 

inches long. Turning around, I got a special surprise: 
two roseate spoonbills feeding in the marsh across from 
Bass Pond. The most recent issue of Naturally Kiawah, 
the Conservancy’s magazine, included an article on 
them and I am captivated by their incredible pink color. 

The Marsh Island Park Tower is easily the most 
mysterious place I visit on this trip. Tucked off Governors 
Drive, a little walk takes you into another world. 

The marsh is popping 
and there are even cacti 
growing there, right near 
the marsh. The tower is, 
of course, the centerpiece. 
As I climb, the world 
opens up a bit more. Cut 
into the field of green 
are little pathways where 
creeks make their way to 
the Kiawah River in the 
distance. 

Mingo Point is famous for the oyster roasts the resort 
holds there but the first thing I notice is the birds. There 
are so many birds fluttering around the numerous 
bird feeders, swooping in, chasing each other off, and 
twittering all the time. 
The birds fly into the 
shelter of the trees  when 
they see me approaching. 
After I’ve stood there a 
minute, they get used 
to me and head back to 
the feeder. It only takes a 
minute for me to capture 
a blue jay looking right 
back at me, as if it’s posing 
for the camera.

Beyond some good images, I also come away with 
a better understanding of the reasons behind the 
Conservancy’s mission. The tour is a great way to see 
the island in a new light and get a sense of why the 
organization is so passionate about conserving it. Get 
out there – it’s beautiful! 

NATURALLY KIAWAH PATHWAYS

Journey into Kiawah’s Wild Places
Do you want to see parts of the island you don’t generally get to see? The Kiawah Conservancy has 
put together some great Kiawah tours, available at your fingertips. There are a eight different tours, 
including a kayak tour of waterways, a look at Kiawah’s lovely ponds and wildlife, a scavenger hunt and 
more. There are two ways to participate: download the TravelStorys app from the AppStore or Google 
Play, or pick up one of the Naturally Kiawah Pathways self-guided tours brochures from The Sandcastle. 
Below, I highlight a few spots on the tour for photographers. If you download the app, it even includes 
helpful photo tips!
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Note: This report is a summary of all sales transactions on Kiawah Island from all sources. This information was compiled by Kiawah Island Real Estate for the exclusive non-commercial 
use of Kiawah Island Digest. While it is believed to be accurate, a lag in reporting recent sales closings may occur due to the nature of obtaining this data from multiple sources.

Property Type
Homes
$1 million and below
$1 - 2.5 million
$2.5 million and above
Lots
$1 million and below
$1 - 2 million
$2 million and above
Cottages/Villas
1 bedroom
2 bedroom
3 bedroom and above

 High

950,000
2,474,000
5,660,000

1,000,000
1,025,000

0

440,000
775,000

1,820,000

 Low

500,000
1,050,000
2,500,000

15,000
1,025,000

0

248,000
325,000
435,000

 Average

742,333
1,621,521
4,027,500

352,219
1,025,000

N/A

301,769
445,334
893,846

 #

15
18

9

13
1
2

7
17
15

 High

975,000
2,295,000
9,756,125

690,000
1,100,000
4,900,000

325,000
780,000

1,900,000

 Low

649,000
1,063,750
2,575,000

225,000
1,100,000
2,225,000

187,000
295,000
479,000

 Average

773,367
1,660,750
5,111,523

422,462
1,425,000
3,500,000

263,982
476,529
773,889

Sales Price - 2nd Quarter 2019 Sales Price - 2nd Quarter 2018 Quarterly Change

#

15
30
4

16
1
0

13
10
13

   # Price

0% -4%
67% -2%
-56% -21%
 
23% -17%
0% N/A
-100% N/A
 
86% 14%
-41% -7%
-13% 16%
 

Kiawah Real Estate Trends: 
Second Quarter 2019 


