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It is my hope that each of you and your families 
are well. I’m sure I’m not alone in saying I look 
forward to a return to normalcy in the coming 
months. 

During these unprecedented times, the KICA 
staff has made every effort to put the health 
of our community as our top priority while 
maintaining normal island operations. The 
Sandcastle closed, beginning in March, to 
protect employees and members. KICA staff 
maintained all other functions and adapted 
to a modified work environment, with some 
working remotely and others shifting to manage 
new responsibilities. Our gates and pass office 
operations never paused, our island landscaping 
and maintenance did not suffer,  and we even 
offered online fitness classes.
 
Although we anticipate reduced revenue this 
year from real estate transaction transfer fees, 
gate access fees, activity fees and investment 
income, we are still in a strong financial position 
and are taking steps to balance our budget. 
Expenditures will continue to be closely 
monitored throughout this year. 
 
While the COVID-19 virus demands our near 
term attention, I do want to address a few 
other initiatives that remain important to our 
community.   
 
KICA’s emphasis on water management is 
not going away. As of publication, the flood 
mitigation member vote is in its final days, 
and regardless of that outcome, the association 
will continue to operate in a leadership role 
and partner with other community entities to 
address the challenges posed by sea level rise.

The Nominating Committee was formed in 2013 
to identify candidates for service on the KICA 
board. Although the Nominating Committee’s 
charter (including purpose and process) has been 
rewritten several times, community concerns 
remain about how the committee operates and 
recommends candidates. 

 
Continued next page.
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“The association will continue 
to operate in a leadership 
role and partner with other 
community entities to address 
the challenges posed by sea 
level rise.”
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For decades, KICA has produced the monthly 
Digest newsletter to share community news and 
stories. In 2011, the association began publishing 
Digest online in addition to the print edition to 
accommodate the growing segment of those 
who preferred to get their news online. Today, 
93% of members get their association news from 
KICA’s weekly emails, and 60% also use KICA’s 
website, where Digest is available online.  

Due to printing and mailing costs, the print 
edition of Digest is KICA’s most expensive 
communication method. In March, when the 
coronavirus pushed all of us to realign priorities 

and define a new path forward, the print Digest 
was identified as a smart way to cut costs without 
eliminating an essential service. 

Going forward, you’ll find Digest newsletters 
on KICA’s website and we’ll also share articles 
through association emails. If you’re feeling 
nostalgic, Digest newsletters can be downloaded 
from the website and printed at home. The final 
mailed print edition of Digest was the April 
newsletter. From here, keep an eye on your 
inbox for digital Digest and weekly island news 
updates. 

LEARN MORE ABOUT YOUR BOARD CHAIR ON PAGE 4, WHICH FEATURES AN INTERVIEW WITH 
DIANA MEZZANOTTE.

Several KICA board and community members 
are in the process of reexamining all aspects of 
the committee and changes will be announced 
by the end of the summer.  

The board plans to establish task forces to 
assist us in several areas, including technology, 
community outreach and human resources. The 
KICA staff and board will seek, and benefit 
from, our members’ expertise. It is also our 
goal that the task force participants will gain a 
better understanding and appreciation of KICA 
operations.    
  

In addition, we will be reviewing current KICA 
governance policies and deciding whether 
additional policies should be established. All 
policy changes and additions will be shared 
with the community for input and added to our 
website to ensure there is complete transparency 
around these guidelines.
 
Please feel free to contact me at  Diana.
Mezzanotte@kica.us, your other board 
members at board@kica.us or our KICA staff 
at memberservices@kica.us whenever you have 
questions regarding our community.
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You first came to Kiawah in 1980, when the island 
was much different than it is now. What’s a favorite 
memory of that time on the island?
The Jeep safaris. In 1980, my husband, Dave, 
and I went to work for DuPont at the Savannah 
River Plant in Aiken. For the next few years, we 
visited various coastal communities. We loved 
coming to Kiawah, staying at the Kiawah Island 
Inn, and going on the safaris. They went as far 
back as the Ocean Park area, but it was called 
Cougar Island at that time. During one safari, 
we came upon an alligator and nest of babies. 
We think that spot was the first property we 
bought in 1989 on Bufflehead Road. 

You’re a veteran of the TOKI Town Council, KICA’s 
Finance and Nominating committees and the 
Kiawah Conservancy Board. What inspires you to 
give your time to community service?
I believe in these organizations and I enjoy 
the people I meet along the way. Our island 
is full of talented people with a wide variety 
of backgrounds; who wouldn’t want to work 
alongside them toward a common goal? 
Understanding our community and contributing 
to its improvement and sustainability is 
rewarding.

Off island, I serve on the board at Our Lady of 
Mercy Community Outreach. This organization 
makes a difference, not only in assisting and 
giving, but in helping people make significant 
changes in their lives.

What are you most proud of in your past Kiawah 

service and most excited about tackling this time 
around on the board of directors?
I’m proud of my time as chair of the town’s 
Environmental Committee (EC). Several 
members of the EC committee were interested 
in addressing sea level rise so we established the 
Sea Level Rise Committee. John Leffler stepped 
up and did a wonderful job chairing a core team 
of 10 volunteers. The output was a 124-page 
Sea Level Rise and Adaptation report. Both 
TOKI and KICA have shown strong support for 
the committee’s recommendations and, as you 
know, KICA has identified six infrastructure 
improvement projects that will move water off 
the island more efficiently. 

Going forward, I hope KICA can continue to 
operate in a leadership role, and partner with 
other community entities, to adjust to changes 
in our environment.  

You volunteered for a time as a mediator for the 
Better Business Bureau (BBB). Does that experience 
inform your perspective on the board?
As a mediator, your job revolves around 
identifying ways opposing parties can come to 
a consensus. It’s similar to what we do on the 
board. I think my role in mediation certainly 
helps me be a better board member today. 

Beyond community service, what are your hobbies?
I like to swim, bike, and hike. Our family 
incorporates these activities into our annual 
vacations.

At the March Annual Meeting, the board asked KICA Finance Committee member and former Town 
Council member Diana Mezzanotte to serve as board chair. Digest sat down with Diana to ask her a 
few questions and give members a chance to get to know her.

BOARD MEMBER PROFILE

Sitting Down With Diana Mezzanotte
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What’s the most recent book you read and enjoyed? 
Or a podcast you listen to?
Although not the most recent book I have read, 
one that stuck with me is I am Pilgrim by Terry 
Hayes. Initially, my husband read it and gave it 
to me and now both my son and daughter have 
read it as well. We all really enjoyed it.

I listen to The Drink Culture podcast out of 
Indianapolis. My daughter is a part of the team 
that produces it each week.

You live in Rhett’s Bluff, which is such a beautiful 
part of the island. What makes that neighborhood 
special?
I love Rhett’s Bluff - it’s secluded and quiet,  
surrounded by water, and Dave and I have 
wonderful neighbors. We can watch the dolphins 
strand feed from our back deck and walk over to 
the boat dock for sunsets.

There’s also history here. We have a cemetery 
containing the graves of Mary and James 

Shoolbred, who owned half of Kiawah from 
1797-1841.

Besides attending KICA board meetings (obviously!), 
what’s one thing you recommend other members 
try on the island at least once?
I’d recommend joining one of our many social 
clubs. I’m a member of the Garden Club, Art’s, 
Etc., and the Kiawah Women’s Group. There are 
too many clubs and activities to name - various 
book clubs, mahjong groups, biking, etc. It’s a 
great way to meet people while doing something 
you enjoy. 

What is your favorite thing about Kiawah?
My children have spent their entire lives visiting, 
or living on Kiawah. Now that my husband and 
I are living here full time, Kiawah has become a 
very special gathering place for our family and 
many of our closest friends that we met through 
our children. My favorite part of Kiawah is 
sharing it and making memories with so many 
people that I love.  

The Shoolbred 
Grave Site is 
tucked off the 
road in Rhett’s 
Bluff.

Digest Contributors
Virginia Chapel - Member Volunteer
Bill Hindman - Member Volunteer
Shauneen Hutchinson - Member Volunteer
Sue Schaffer - Feature reporter
Deb Stewart  - Member Volunteer

Staff Production Team
Leah Burris - Communications and Brand Manager
Emily Jenkins - Communications/editor

Digest Mission Statement 
Kiawah Island Digest is an official communications tool of 
the Kiawah Island Community Association. Its mission is to 
accurately and effectively communicate information to 

the membership in a balanced and constructive manner.

Statement of  Editorial Policy
KICA will endeavor to report significant island news as well 
as informational topics, programs and events of interest to 
its members. KICA may from time to time publish editorials in 
support of its strategic objectives. Member suggestions on 
content should be submitted by email to communications@
kica.us.
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ISLAND WILDLIFE

Sea Turtles Visit Our Special Island

Taking a walk down Kiawah’s beach on a late 
spring night is one of the best ways to experience 
the island’s fullness. With a bright moon over 
the waves, the air soft and salty with a beach 
breeze, you might connect back to the feelings 
that brought you to the island originally. This 
time of year, nights on the island’s beach are 
even more magical, with something important 
happening under the cover of darkness. From 
May to October, Kiawah gets special visitors 
and guests: sea turtles laying eggs and then 
hatching, getting their first taste of the ocean 
from our special place.

Like much of the South Carolina coast, Kiawah 
has long been a birthplace for endangered sea 
turtles, including Loggerheads, Leatherbacks, 
and, occasionally, Greens. Turtles generally 

begin visiting the island in May, although 
last year Kiawah’s first nest was recorded in 
mid-April. The mothers come ashore at night, 
slowly crawling through the sand to make a 
nest where she lays 100-150 eggs. Hiding her 
eggs as well as possible, she then heads back 
to the ocean, leaving the eggs vulnerable to 
various dangers, including light disorientation, 
nest disturbances and predation. That’s when 
island guardians take over. 

The Kiawah Turtle Patrol started in the 1970s 
and has made its mission to safeguard turtles 
and nests wherever they find them. Volunteers 
patrol the beach during the nesting and hatching 
stages of the turtle life cycle, documenting each 
nest and ensuring that conditions are favorable 
for hatchlings. For example, sometimes a nest 
is too far down the beach and volunteers move 
it before it gets washed out by the tide. With 
their help, 70% of the eggs laid on Kiawah’s 
beach hatch compared with just 10% on beaches 
without nest protection. Incredibly, 75% of 
Kiawah hatchlings make it to the ocean, often 
with a team of volunteers to ensure they are not 
disturbed and to cheer them on. 

Of Kiawah’s abundant wildlife, sea turtles are 
some of the most beloved. If you’d like to 
learn more about these amazing animals or 
find out how to get involved with the Kiawah 
Island Turtle Patrol, visit www.kiawahisland.
org/wildlife/loggerhead-sea-turtles/. You can 
also view the Kiawah Conservancy’s sea turtle 
issue of Learning with Lee featuring coordinator 
Lynn Sager at kiawahconservancy.org/.
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An endangered Loggerhead hatchling makes its way 
down Kiawah’s beach for the first time.



Each year from May to October, endangered 
sea turtles visit Kiawah. Help protect these 
important animals as they nest and hatch on 
Kiawah’s beach by following these rules:
• If your property is visible from the beach, 

turn out all exterior lights (flood and deck) 
from dusk to dawn. If any interior lights are 
visible from the beach or cast light on the 
beach, close blinds or drapes at 9 p.m. or 
turn them off.

• Don’t use flashlights on the beach at night 
during this time.

• Fill in large holes dug on the beach at the 
end of the day, as adults and hatchling sea 
turtles can be trapped in them.

• Observe sea turtles quietly from a distance 
- never approach or disturb a nesting sea 
turtle or hatchlings. The turtles are on land 
for a purpose, and as tempting as it is to get 
close to see them or take a picture, stay back. 

A nesting turtle may be frightened, turn 
around or halt midway to the dunes and lay 
her nest too close to the water. If you see 
others approaching a sea turtle, explain that 
they must stay back. 

• Do not pick up hatchlings or try to help 
them into the ocean. They must journey 
from their nest to the ocean in order to 
“imprint” on Kiawah’s beach. This imprint 
enables mature turtles to return to their own 
birthplace for nesting.

• Do not shine lights on a sea turtle, including 
cell phones and flash photography.

Town ordinance, along with state and federal 
laws, prohibits approaching sea turtles, 
hatchlings or their nests. Contact Beach Patrol 
at 843.518.2880 to report interference with a sea 
turtle or nest.

ISLAND WILDLIFE

Helping Endangered Sea Turtles
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 If you see adult sea turtles or hatchings, call 843.768.9166 to report your sighting.



The Vanderhorst name is prominent on 
Kiawah today, giving names to KICA’s second 
security gate and the still-standing private 
plantation house on the eastern part of 
the island. But who were the Vanderhorsts 
and how did their name become such a 
foundational element of the island? Here 
we’ll explore the first of the island’s many 
Vanderhorst inhabitants.

The Vanderhorst story on Kiawah begins in 
1772, following the death of John Stanyarne. 
Stanyarne was a wealthy local planter and 
only the third owner of the property, uniting 
the two tracts previously owned by the Davis 
and Raynor families. He passed his Kiawah 
estate to his two grand-daughters, the 
western half to Mary Gibbes and the eastern 
portion to Elizabeth Vanderhorst. Elizabeth’s 
husband was Arnoldus Vanderhorst 11, who 
would go on to make a long-standing mark 
on the island.

THE WORKINGS OF THE PLANTATION
Originally, the Kiawah plantation grew 
subsistence crops and raised cattle for use 
by the inhabitants. Indigo was grown on 
the island as a cash crop since the time 

of John Stanyarne. After the Revolutionary 
War, indigo prices suffered as Britain had 
been colonial planters’ primary market 
for the blue dye. According to Charleston 
County Public Library historian Nic Butler, 
“By the early 1790s, there was a worldwide 
oversupply of indigo dye, and South Carolina 
planters realized that chasing after indigo 
profits like they had before the war was now 
a futile endeavor.” 

KIAWAH HISTORY

The Early Vanderhorsts of Kiawah

The inset of the 1780 map shows 
slaves processing indigo (right).

1780 Map of South Carolina and Georgia shows Key Waw Island. Library of Congress.
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KIAWAH HISTORY

The Early Vanderhorsts of Kiawah
Like many South Carolina planters, the 
Vanderhorsts shifted their production to 
cotton shortly after the introduction of the 
cotton gin. At that time, the slave presence on 
the island increased considerably from around 
40 to over 110. The cotton seems to have been 
plentiful at that time, with an overseer writing 
that, “The cotton Blows [opens] so fast that I 
cannot get time to do anything Elce [sic].”

POLITICS, THE REVOLUTIONARY WAR 
AND KIAWAH
At the time of their inheritance of Kiawah,  
24-year-old Arnoldus Vanderhorst 11 was 
politically active. He would go on to be involved 
in some of the most important aspects of South 
Carolina’s governance in the pre- and post-
Revolutionary War period. After participating 
in the Royal Assembly, the Committee of 99 
(the de facto governmental body of South 
Carolina during the pre-Revolutionary period) 
and the 1st and 2nd Provincial Congresses 
in 1775, he also joined the South Carolina 
1st Regiment during the Revolutionary War, 
eventually rising to colonel under General 
Francis Marion. 

This political and military activity put the 
Vanderhorst interests at risk and, when 
the British occupied Charleston and the 
surrounding area in 1780, “Lord Cornwallis 
ordered the seizure of estates owned by patriots 
and those who took part in the Continental 
Congress. British troops subsequently 
occupied and burned Vanderhorst Mansion 
on Kiawah Island.” The Chicora Foundation 

quotes Vanderhorst’s losses to the British as: 
“1 Dwelling House on Kiawah burnt by the 
British with out buildings and fences £2000,” 
or about $447,000 today. 

It’s likely that Arnoldus 11 began to rebuild his 
home on Kiawah in 1801, completing it in 1802. 
The second structure still stands today just 
off of Governors Drive and is on the National 
Register of Historic Places. The home remains 
under private ownership.

Following the war, Arnoldus served in the 
State Senate and ran for governor of South 
Carolina in 1794. With a history of political 
influence and powerful connections to the 
dynasties of the Pinckney and Rutledge 
families, Arnoldus was elected governor 
but served only one term. “As governor, he 
supported the establishment of public schools, 
improvements to the condition of state jails, 
and criminal code reforms.” 

During this time, he seems to have turned 
much of his attention to his properties in 
Charleston, where he owned a number of 
homes, tenements, and a wharf. Arnoldus 11 
died in 1815 and passed the Kiawah property 
to his sons, John and Elias. 

The Vanderhorst family maintained ownership 
of the island for close to two centuries, finally 
selling the island to C.C. Royal in 1951. In 
future issues, we’ll explore some other notable 
members of the Vanderhorst family. 
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Sources: The Library of Congress, City of Charleston archives, Charleston County Public Library Time 
Machine podcast - “Indigo in the Fabric of Early South Carolina,” SCIWAY - “A Short History of Kiawah Island 
and Quash Stevens” and The History and Archaeology of Kiawah Island, Charleston County, South Carolina 
by The Chicora Foundation.



Note: This report is a summary of all sales transactions on Kiawah Island from all sources. This information was compiled by Kiawah Island Real Estate for the exclusive non-commercial 
use of Kiawah Island Digest. While it is believed to be accurate, a lag in reporting recent sales closings may occur due to the nature of obtaining this data from multiple sources.

Property Type
Homes
$1 million and below
$1 - 2.5 million
$2.5 million and above
Lots
$1 million and below
$1 - 2 million
$2 million and above
Cottages/Villas
1 bedroom
2 bedroom
3 bedroom
4 bedroom

 High

925,000
2,387,000
4,800,000

470,000
1,550,000
4,850,000

331,000
405,000
865,000

2,045,000

 Low

285,000
1,025,000
2,632,000

68,750
1,550,000
2,200,000

235,000
317,000
500,000

2,045,000

 Average

651,875
1,616,231
3,553,143

268,287
1,550,000
3,525,000

299,580
368,400
654,600

2,045,000

 #

5
17

2

6
0
2

3
4
3
0

 High

950,000
2,300,000
3,000,000

1,000,000
0

2,850,000

331,500
600,000
485,000

0

 Low

570,000
1,075,000
2,541,404

185,000
0

2,000,000

195,000
440,000
415,000

0

 Average

762,800
1,415,823
2,770,702

440,833
0

2,425,000

243,500
540,750
451,667

0

Sales Price - First Quarter 2020 Sales Price - First Quarter 2019 Annual Change

#

4
13
7

11
1
2

5
5
5
1

   # Price

-20% -15%
-24% 14%
250% 28%
 
83% -39%
   
0% 45%
 
67% 23%
25% -32%
67% 45%

Kiawah Real Estate Trends: 
First Quarter 2020 

Contributed by Frances Boyd
In early April, members of the Sandcastle Book 
Club met online to talk about books for the 2020-21 
season. While the books below aren’t guaranteed to 
make it onto the book club’s 2020-21 list, you might 
enjoy one right now while there’s no excuse for not 
having time to read! When things get going again, 
the club will meet September through May on the 
1st Monday of the month at 1 p.m. at The Sandcastle. 
Be on the lookout for the new season’s list in May.

The Splendid and the Vile by Erik Larson 
A non-fiction book that chronicles the first year of 
Winston Churchill’s time as prime minister, when 
England was most vulnerable to an invasion by the 
Nazis. With great attention to detail and authenticity, 
Erik Larson tells a fascinating story that keeps the 
reader on edge even though everyone already knows 
how things unfold. Larson is also known for Devil in 
the White City and In the Garden of Beasts.

American Dirt by Jeanine Cummins
This book caused controversy when its author 
penned a fictional account of a Mexican woman and 
her son who encounter untold barriers while trying 
to flee from a cruel drug lord. The dispute centered 
on the idea that the author could not relate to the 
plight of actual immigrants to the US. The story 
behind how the book has stayed on Oprah’s Book 
Club list is as interesting as the book itself. Oprah 
ultimately refused to take the book off her list and 
instead devoted an entire show to delving into the 
uproar and the importance of civil discourse.  

The Dutch House by Ann Patchett
Followers of Ann Patchett have long awaited another 
book from her that measures up to Bel Canto, a 
novel that delights music lovers and suspense fans 
equally.  Fans are divided over whether this is that 
book! The Dutch House is a saga of family and a 
sense of place that traces two siblings and their lives 
while centering on a family home. 

CLUBS AND GROUPS

Book Club Recommended Reads


