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When KICA’s director of Finance and Administration, 
Jane Ovenden, made the decision in early 2020 to 
depart, it was hard to imagine how KICA would 
replace her. Not only had Jane become an integral 
part of the organization, but her announcement 
came shortly before the global pandemic started 
reshaping daily life. 

Despite these challenges, the position garnered 
interest from some top candidates and in May, 
KICA asked Johnny Wallace to join the team as 
our director of Finance and Administration. Prior 
to accepting this position, he was the director of 
Finance and Auxiliary Services for Porter-Gaud 
School. He previously had a 30-year career in 
commercial banking here in Charleston — a fourth 
generation of bankers in his family. 

Johnny and his wife, Kaye, live with their Boykin 
Spaniel Bond in Charleston’s historic district. Their  
house was built in 1830; Johnny says its upkeep is a 
constant project. He also has many community ties: 
he served on the board of the Charleston Wine + 
Food Festival, the board of the Episcopal Diocese 
Community Housing Development Organization, 
and is Treasurer of the Anglican Diocese of SC. He 
is also a member of the Charleston CFO Council.

It was important to the leadership that KICA’s 
new director came on board prior to the start of 
KICA’s 2021 budgeting process, which generally 
begins in August with departments working to 
prioritize their needs for the following year. That 
time is fast approaching, with the added challenge 
of unprecedented revenue forecasting in this 
pandemic environment.

Johnny is well aware of the demands this new 
normal brings, saying “The world has been upended 
and so has KICA’s budget. I’ve been kind of a fly on 
the wall watching for the last 6 weeks or so. My first 
challenges will be managing how to get through 
the rest of the year budget-wise and then starting to 
think strategically about 2021.”

We’re thrilled to welcome Johnny to the team. To 
get to know a little more about him, check out the 
interview below. 

What brought you to Charleston originally?
I was born and raised in Spartanburg, SC. I attended 
Duke University and the University of North Carolina 
- Chapel Hill. When I got out of college, my first 
job was at a bank based in Columbia. After I went 
through their manager training program, they asked 
me where I wanted to go. I had always wanted to live 
in Charleston so I said I’ll take Charleston.

What made you decide to go into financial services?
My father was a banker, my grandfather was a banker, 
and my great grandfather was a banker. So it just 

seemed like the thing to do. I did an internship with 
a bank in Columbia. When it came time to get a job, I 
just interviewed with South Carolina banks.

When was the first time you came to Kiawah? What was 
your first impression of the island?
My wife’s first job after college was working for the 
Kuwaitis on Kiawah in the early 80s. She took me out 
to the island when we first started dating. We went 
to the Atlantic Room at the old Kiawah Inn. The first 
time we went, we sat at a table next to Senator Strom 
Thurmond and his wife.
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Kaye later founded her own vacation rental company, 
Benchmark Rentals, and I spent a lot of weekends 
on the island helping her. My memories are stuck 
in the 90s, and it has changed so much in the last 
20 years. Kiawah is a beautiful island and one of 
Charleston’s jewels. I look forward to interacting 
with property owners and helping to preserve the 
island for future generations.

KICA has an active finance committee that provides 
member input and guidance on KICA’s financial 
decisions. What do you think your role looks like?
To me the role of the finance committee is more 
strategic. My job in interacting with them is to 
provide them accurate financial information in a 
timely manner and a format that makes sense to 
them. It’s important that they can get that 30,000 
foot view of where the organization is going in 
5 years. That’s what I tried to do at Porter-Gaud 
— keep them focused on the long-term financial 
health and not so much on what we spent last 
month on the water bill. 

What are you going to miss about Porter-Gaud School?
Porter-Gaud is like a family. I have built wonderful 
relationships with both faculty and staff, and will 
miss them greatly. I will also miss the students. If I 
was having a bad day, I could just walk down to the 
1st grade house and suddenly all was well with the 
world again. 

You spent a few years on the board of the Charleston 
Wine + Food Festival (CWFF), which is such a great 
showcase of Charleston’s food community. What was 
your favorite moment?
I actually spent 10 years on the CWFF board, starting 
in their second year.  My two highlights would be 
leading the search for the current executive director, 
Jillian Zettler, and serving as board chair for the 
10th anniversary of the festival.

You have a lot of experience with cooking for fundraisers, 
is that right?
I used to do charity dinners in Charlotte with a 
fraternity brother Mike Gminski, who was playing 
in the NBA. We’d auction off a dinner for 12 at his 
house and I’d do most of the cooking while he took 
the credit. The first time we did it, the dinner sold 
for $2,000 and we thought we were hot stuff. 15 years 

later, it sold for $65,000. We brought in Branford 
Marsalis to entertain — he lived in Durham, and he 
and Mike were both on the Duke Hospital board. 
That evening just about killed me so I retired from 
cooking for large groups, but over the many dinners 
we raised over $250,000 for children’s charities in 
Charlotte so it was worth it.

Can you share any great festival food memories? 
When I was chair, I had this idea for the chairman’s 
dinner. There’s this winery in California that I’m 
particularly fond of, Bond (my dog is named for 
the winery). I asked them to come to the 10th 
anniversary and do this dinner. They don’t do a lot 
of festivals because their wine is crazily expensive. 
We got a private home on Colonial Lake, had two 
James Beard chefs in the kitchen, and my favorite 
wine was being poured. It was a black tie dinner. 
Bond the dog was actually at the front door meeting 
people when they came in. It was a highlight for me. 
And I didn’t have to cook it.

What is your favorite thing to cook or eat? 
This past Saturday, we went to the John’s Island 
farmers market and we bought a bunch of produce. 
Then I had to figure out what to do with it! I love the 
little mystery basket concept. I judged a few of those 
things at Johnson and Wales back in the day. The 
produce coming in right now is just amazing.

I love to cook any type of seafood or wild game. If 
there’s a cuisine I like to cook, it’s probably French 
cuisine. My wife does not cook. That’s something we 
learned early on in our dating — I was going to be 
the guy doing the cooking. 

What’s one thing you can’t live without?
Other than my wife, of course: Duke basketball. Go 
Devils!

“Kiawah is a beautiful island and 
one of Charleston’s jewels. I look 
forward to interacting with property 
owners and helping to preserve 
the island for future generations.”
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Four years ago in June, Jane Ovenden joined KICA as 
Tropical Storm Colin swirled up from Florida. It was 
a dramatic arrival for the new director of Finance 
and Administration, who has since weathered many 
storms (literal and metaphorical) with grace.

In early 2020, Jane made the difficult decision to 
leave KICA. As Jane moves back to the upstate 
to spend more time with her family, KICA has 
hired a new director of Finance and Administration, 
Johnny Wallace, who comes to the association from 
Porter-Gaud School. (Read more on the previous 
page.) Jane was eminently-qualified to bring KICA’s 
financial management and reporting to another 
level. In her office, a sign reads, “I do all my own 
accounting stunts,” and Jane consistently lives up to 
that motto.

She was instrumental in moving the reserve fund to 
a professional money manager, where this money 
can work for the community prior to its use to fund 
the repair and replacement of community assets. 
She also improved financial reporting, including the 
audit and monthly financial reports, with the intent 
of providing more transparency for members. 

Throughout her time at KICA, Jane has worked to 
improve processes and elevate KICA’s standards. In 
2018-2019, she spearheaded the search for a cloud-
based member database that could either integrate 
with KICA’s technology assortment or replace and 
improve various siloed service tools. Jane initiated 
conversations with Salesforce, the comprehensive 

technology platform ultimately chosen due to its 
exceptional service offerings, versatility and long-
term adaptability. The Salesforce platform is 
currently being implemented and, once launched, 
will be a groundbreaking improvement to  KICA’s 
ability to deliver seamless member service.

Prior to the environment we now know with 
COVID-19, Jane anticipated the importance of 
cloud functionality, overseeing the transition of the 
general ledger software, the budgeting software, and 
the telephone system away from a server-based local 
system and into the cloud. This change  helped KICA 
pivot to safer remote work for many employees and 
ensures continued accessibility during storm events.
 
She is well-known as a lover of reading, often 
sharing her recommendations with other members 
of staff. Jimmy Bailey noted this, saying, “One of my 
favorite things about Jane is that she has a thirst for 
knowledge. She reads a lot, and often finds great 
information to share that educates, informs, and 
inspires.” Jane will also be particularly missed for 
her love of baking. She baked many of the desserts 
for employee birthday and work anniversary 
celebrations, with a deep-dish pecan pie and red 
velvet cake high on the list of favorites.

During the search for her replacement, Jane has 
continued to consult with KICA, providing her 
much-needed guidance during an unusual time for 
hiring. We’d like to offer our thanks for once again 
going above and beyond in her dedication to KICA, 
and wish her the very best in her future endeavors.

IN HER OWN WORDS

“I’m a self-admitted left-brained 
accountant; I’m married to a left-
brained accountant. I have a son 
who’s an accountant. We have 
another son who went rogue — 
he’s a credit analyst.”
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The Town of Kiawah Island’s town council 
met on Monday, July 29 to enact an ordinance 
requiring the use of face coverings for  customers 
and employees entering any business, club or 
association within the town limits.

Beginning Wednesday, July 1, KICA will require 
masks at our facilities, including The Sandcastle, 
Beachwalker Center and the Main Gate.  Masks 
will also be required at resort facilities and 

Freshfields Village.
 
Mayor Craig Weaver noted the situation’s 
uncertainty and called for the community’s 
cooperation, saying “whatever arises will require 
all of Kiawah - our governing entities, property 
owners, businesses, and visitors – to be aligned 
and committed to keeping ourselves and each 
other safe.”

COVID-19 SAFETY

Town Council Ordinance Requires Masks
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Island Governance Meetings This Month

Town Council Meeting
July 7, 2020 | 2 p.m.

Meetings are held monthly, every 1st Tuesday 
at 2 p.m. in Council Chambers of the Kiawah 
Island Town Hall at 4475 Betsy Kerrison 
Parkway, Kiawah Island, SC 29455, unless 
otherwise indicated. In-person attendance 
may be limited due to COVID-19.

To confirm a meeting date/time or for more 
information, visit www.kiawahisland.com.

Board of Directors Virtual Meeting
July 13, 2020 | 1 p.m.

The KICA Board of Directors will meet 
virtually to discuss community operations 
and initiatives. Community members are 
invited to attend online and share comments 
with the board at the beginning and end of 
the meeting.

To register for this webinar event, visit kica.us/
events.



ISLAND AMENITIES

Have Fun in the Sun at The Sandcastle

GRILLE HOURS: 12-5 P.M.
SANDBAR HOURS: 12-6 P.M. 

Order great 
food from the 
Castle Grille 
and pay 
online from 
the comfort 
of your home 
or Sandcastle 
pool chair. 
Not only is 

online ordering convenient, but it reduces direct 
interaction. 

You can view the menu, order and pay through 
the link at kica.us/sandcastle from your phone, 
tablet or computer. Only credit card payments 
are accepted. Text notifications will alert you 
when your order is ready. 

Pick-up for pool guests will be at the grille 
window, and those coming from home or the 
beach can grab their Castle Grille order at 
the pool entrance gate. To-go orders are not 
available at the Sandbar.
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Reserve your time at The Sandcastle’s pools 
with KICA’s reservation system, CourtReserve. 
Each pool now has three regular daily swim 
sessions plus two lap swimming sessions at the 
junior Olympic-sized family pool. 

LAP SWIM: 7-8 A.M. (FAMILY POOL)
LAP SWIM: 8-9 A.M. (FAMILY POOL)
OPEN SWIM: 9-11 A.M.
OPEN SWIM: 11:30 A.M.-2:30 P.M.
OPEN SWIM: 3-6 P.M.

Visit kica.us/sandcastle for written instructions 

for making your reservation, as well as video 
tutorials for the web and app versions of the 
platform. 

If you’re not able to use your reservation, 
withdraw it to allow another member or family 
to reserve the space. Once you’ve registered for 
a session, you will find the withdraw button 
located above the names of your registered 
family members on the Event tab. Simply click 
Withdraw and then confirm on the Withdraw 
from Event screen. With limited occupancies for 
safety, this is an easy way to be a good neighbor 
during this time.



The Kiawah-Seabrook Exchange Club (KSEC) 
has mailed its 2020-2021 handbook with contact 
information for participating community 
members on Kiawah, Seabrook, Cassique and 
Kiawah River Estates, as well as local businesses, 
restaurants, and charities. Emergency services 
information, events, tide charts and social 
activities are also included.

If you provided your information to include in 
the handbook, please verify that it is correct 
and report errors to KS-ExchangeNames@
outlook.com. This handbook generates revenue 
contributing to grants for local charities that 
totaled $147,000 last year. To learn more 
about the local Exchange Club, visit www.
ks-exchangeclub.com.

MEMBER GROUPS

KSEC Handbook Hits Mailboxes

ISLAND WILDLIFE

It’s Fawn Season In the Lowcountry

The months of April through July mark fawn 
season in South Carolina, with the majority 
of fawns born in June. Kiawah is uniquely 
positioned to observe this event closely, with 
homes nestled into natural areas where mothers 
often leave their fawns.

That’s right — a doe will leave her fawn by 
itself for several hours each day for the first few 
weeks of its life, sometimes for up to 12 hours. 

Since fawns are scentless after birth, the best 
way to stay safe from predators like alligators 
and bobcats is to be away from their mothers. 
Kiawah property owners have long seen this 
behavior on their own properties, with fawns 
tucked into hidden (or sometimes not so hidden) 
places on lawns, porches and buffer zones. 

If you see a fawn that looks abandoned, don’t 
touch or approach it. Take a few minutes to 
observe from a distance; if the fawn is sitting still 
and quietly, it is probably fine. If distressed, the 
fawn may start bleating for its mother, who is 
almost never far away. 

If you see a fawn that is in a dangerous location, 
such as a road or driveway, or one that has been 
injured, reach out to KICA’s Security team at 
843-768-5566. Security will notify island biologists  
to evaluate the situation.

This fawn is behaving normally. Left in the 
brush by its mother, the fawn sits quietly 
waiting for her return.
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BARRE SCULPT
Join Erica Braun for a barre workout with an ocean 
view! Gather your mat, chair and small weights (if 
desired) to start toning up in this 40-minute video.

CORE FUSION
Susan Lozier helps you strengthen your core in this 
40-minute workout. This program is a fusion of 
yoga, pilates, and other exercises for core strength 
and range of motion. 

DANCE FITNESS
Dance like no one’s watching (because you’re at 
home!) in this exhilarating dance workout with Kelly 
Bragg. This 40-minute class will get you energized 
for the day to come.

HITEMPO
Stacey Richardson guides you through a heart-
pumping cardio workout followed by a restorative 
stretch session. Get moving and use your body-
weight for an aerobic session like no other. 

GENTLE YOGA
Join Barbara Halpern for a refreshing gentle yoga 
class. This class will help you balance mind and 
body with easeful stretching and poses.

SANDCASTLE CORE MIX
Workout with Susan Lozier with a backdrop of 

Kiawah’s beautiful beach. This workout features 
stretches to open and exercises to strengthen 
the all-important muscles of your core, working 
abdominals, lower back and more.

SANDCASTLE CARDIO MIX
Get your heart rate up with Susan Lozier. This 
workout includes modifications for beginners as 
well as the fitness overachievers among us, and 
intervals to keep you going the entire 40 minutes.

TONE AND TIGHTEN
Enjoy a beach view and the sounds of birds chirping 
as you get strong and lean with Michelle Peterson. 
This class features 30-second intervals of lower body 
strengthening and core tightening.

TAI CHI
Get relaxed while you work on strength and balance 
for health with Dr. Maurice Olfus and Jane Go. Move 
fluidly through a warm-up and postures, followed 
by a cool down and a brief guided meditation 
guided, all set to the soothing sound of the waves.

WEEKEND WORKOUT
Join instructor Melissa Durinsky for your Weekend 
Workout. This cardio and strength training mix will 
get you going any day of the week! Start off with 20 
minutes of cardio dance followed by 20 minutes of 
strength training. 

Get your Sandcastle workout in the comfort of your own home. Your favorite fitness instructors have 
recorded 10 workout videos that range from relaxing stretches to energizing cardio. Get your workout 
by visiting kica.us/fitness for a link to the videos or view the fitness playlist on KICA’s YouTube 
channel (@KiawahIsland1976).
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